
ARCH/EOLOGY IN LEICESTERSHIRE 
1939-1951 

by 

David T.-D. Clarke 

The purpose of these notes is to provide the first instalment of what is hoped 
will be an annual chronicle of archreological work in the county. · They are 
compiled from material in the files of the Department of Antiquities in the 
Museum, where we are endeavouring to build up a complete record of 
Leicestershire's archreological history. Incidental finds are not normally 
included, since they are recorded in the Annual Report of the Museums and 
Libraries Committee, and active plans are in hand for producing catalogues 
of the collections and other known local material within the next three to 
five years. We venture to add that the Museum has a high reputation for 
its recording system and we should like to be regarded as the repository for 
all information regarding the archreology of the county and also for the finds 
themselves, since only so can their provenience, which is what usually 
matters most, be guaranteed. 1 

THE CITY OF LEICESTER 

1 . THE TOWN WALLS 

In spite of all the building which has taken place in the last century, there 
is virtually no record of the finding of the town walls and ditch, so well 
attested in the Borough records. 2 Worse, there is no record whatever of 
any wall being found which could without doubt be said to be Roman, yet 
most Roman towns in Britain had such a wall, and Ratre Coritanorum, to 
judge from the surviving mosaics , and other relics, was a town as wealthy as 
any. 

r I acknowledge with thanks the p~rmission of the Museums and Libraries Com
mittee to publish the information, and their support of our own excavations, 
and the work of my predecessors Frank Cottrill and T. G . E. Powell and 
the Department's staff, J. A: Daniell, Assistant Keeper, and R. D. Abbott, 
Technical Assistant, to whom the photographs and drawings as well as the 
notes on the Norman ditch section and St. Margaret's church are due. 

In cases where I have had to write from other people's notes those who 
have had a similar task will, I trust, sympathise. 

I take the opportunity of acknowledging here the help of all those who 
have dug in the works of 1950 and 1951, including Miss N . R. Whitcomb, 
Student Assistant at the Museum, for the help with the pottery records in 
both years. Also the Misses D. C. Valentine, J. Sparks, E. Whitcomb and 
M . L. Betts, the Rev. J. W. Burford, and Messrs. P. S. Gelling, W. A. G. Pace, 
A. J. Crocker, P. Bate, D. Offley, D . A. Heathcote, L . Berridge and Mr. 
Ludlam. 

Without them the work would have been impossible; but where among 
them are the members of the Archaeological Society? 

2 See C. J. Billson, Mediawal Leicester (1920), r, 205-6, 222. 
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In view of the proposed re-planning of much of the City centre, the 
desirability . of excavation was apparent, and initial attention was at once 
directed to the limits of the area in Roman times. In 1950 therefore per
mission was obtained from the Highways Department to excavate a piece of 
land between Churchgate and Blake Street in the hope of finding some trace 
of the wall, and in the following year a further section was cut in the Castle 
View by permission of the Governors of Trinity Hospital. These works 
will be described in detail in their place. A further excavation in Sanvey 
Gate is projected for August 1952, but it will be well to survey the present 
position first. 

No trace of the Town Wall exists between the river and the South Gate, 
and we may assume that here the Castle fulfilled the function until the 
creation of the Newarke, whose wall, as early photographs show (Plate 1), 
was similar to that now existing between St. Mary's Churchyard and the 
Newarke Houses Museum. Our section in Castle View was inconclusive on 
this point, as it could not be' extended far enough, and in the garden of the 
Newarke Houses Mr. Cottrill found no further evidence (see below). In · 
1950 Mr. Cottrill and I discovered in the cellar of the house on the corner 
of Friar Lane and Southgate Street, which extends under the slight bend in 
the road that occurs at this point, a massive stone foundation which we took 
to be the base of the medieval Southgate, demolished in 1774. During the 
fixing of the traffic lights on the corner of the Newarkes, large lumps of 
uncut stone were dug out of the west side of Southgate Street, but not 
sufficient to provide any real evidence. 

Proceeding eastwards, Mr. Cottrill noted what may have been part of 
the backing of the Roman wall during excavations in 54-56 Friar Lane, and 
there. is a reference to a wall 2½ feet thickin Wycliffe Street.3 When the new 
telephone exchange was being built at 23 Horsefair Street, I observed the 
natural clay fell away rapidly towards the road (south) and imagine this 
may have . been part of the City ditch. A stamped mortarium rim and a 
Roman coin were found: the one vanished into a private collection, and the 
other the workman refused to produce. 

Turning northwards we have no further visible traces till we reach 
Churchgate, where beyond Butt Close Lane there is a drop of nearly four 
feet between the gardens of the houses facing Blake Street and the Church
gate side and there is some rough granite masonry, much patched, visible in 
this party · wall, which is also the parish boundary. 

It was with this in mind that we laid out the Churchgate cutting 
across the parish boundary and the rise in ground which is visible here also. 

lri passing, we may record that during the ,dig a fireman told us that 
when Castle's Garage was in use as an Auxiliary Fire Station during the 
war a concrete floor was laid out for the engines. To secure it a cutting 
was made and revealed an 18-foot hole with a brick tunnel at the bottom 
leading "in the direction of the Huntingdon Tower", i.e., Lord's Place in 
the High Street, the last surviving fragment of which was demolished when 
the street was widened in 1902. The man had himself seen this, and one 
of his colleagues had ventured up it, but apparently lost heart, and was 
stopped by a fall. My informant was sure it had been visited by a Museum 
official but I can find no record or memory of it. 

3 Trans. Leics. Arch. Soc., ix. 179. 



PLATE 1 

From a photograph in Leicester Museum 

The Wall of the Newarke from Bonners Lane 



PLATE 2 

(a) Churchgate- Presumed medieval town wall 

Photo : L eicester M ercury 

(b) Churchgate-The fallen blocks 
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In Sanvey Gate the change of levels is most marked, and there was a 
piece of masonry towards the western end, in front of which Mr. Cottrill 
put a trial hole "but was puzzled to find seventeenth-century pottery running 
under its foundation". 

I have searched in the cellars of Northgate for other traces but found 
none. However an old shopkeeper there was told by his father that stone 
foundations were found and destroyed when the Duke of Cumberland public 
house was rebuilt. 

During the building of the railway, however, there was a discovery: 
"The excavation for the south abutment of the bridge over this street [Soar 
Lane] revealed an old water course and the foundations of some heavy 

· masonry walls which may well have constituted the northern defence of the 
town. Below the old ground level trenches had been taken to the marl. 
These were filled up with a promiscuous mixture of mud and stones forming 
a foundation for the substantial walls built of granite laid in coarse but well 
set mortar of which massive fragments still existed".4 

This sounds somewhat similar to our wall in Churchgate with its 
foundations of loose stones and may well be the medieval wall. In Soar 
Lane the present wall on the south side has a rough stone foundation but so 
has the wall of the old station in Swan Street, so I do not think we can attach 
much importance to it. On the west side the alterations of the river in 
modem times make the problem more difficult, but in Messrs. Russell's 
factory in Bath Lane a hole six feet square, cut in 1951, struck a wall larger 
than itself, and I am indebted to Mr. Percy Russell for the information that 
the wall lies in a line with two other similar pieces found during previous 
work. The wall I saw was composed of rough pinkish mortar and uncut 
granite. 

So much for the present evidence. Everything now depends · on this 
season's work (1952). 

The Churchgate Section. August 1950 

This huge cutting (Fig. IJ was completed in three weeks with one full
time workman, J. Knight, who was invaluable, and our own tireless staff, with 
some additional paid help and a number of local volunteers . to whom I am 
profoundly indebted. 

At the west end there was a vast pit, which we did not pursue to natural 
level but which produced Victorian pottery to the bottom. It had presumably 
been dug for sand before the slum houses were built, and filled in again 
fairly quickly, as the side was nearly vertical. On the line of the parish 
boundary, however, the section showed a mass of grey clay overlaid by dirty 
sand, resting on the hard yellow sand which is the natural in this area. 

The grey clay produced Roman and medieval pottery and in the dirty 
sand a piece of sixteenth-seventeenth century brown glaze, but the evidence 
was spoilt by a stray child who broke in and upset the box; Both these 
layers had been cut through to reach the natural again, and at the foot of 
it was a shallow ditch filled with loose stones and Roman sherds. In front 
of the ditch was a mortared mass (Plate 2a) mqch damaged, but at least 
2½ feet thick, and resting on a wide plinth of loose stones rammed in, 
in layers, and some Roman pottery. This plinth overlay a Roman hearth. 

4 Leicester Daily Post, 14 August 1900. 
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Fig. 2. Churchgate-Medieval sherd from wall-packing (I: r) 

The packing of the wall included Roman and one fragment of medieval 
cooking-pot (D. 0.18 m. Soft grey clay, buff biscuit, slightly concave 
interior of rim: Fig. 2). 

Believing this to be the City wall we then left a baulk ( which, in retro
spect, we ought to have demolished) and sank a further hole to try and pick 
up the town ditch, into which, in 1714 or 1715, Mrs. Dickman was blown.5 

Instead we found a shallow trench, overlaid with thick black mud containing 
what looked like a beam but, on analysis, was bark, and in front of it a huge 
mass of fallen stones containing and covering Roman pottery only. Under 
the stones the natural fell away again, and on its slope lay three vast blocks 
of Millstone Grit (Plate 2b ). They were hammer-dressed with what might 
have been rough lewis-holes in the surface but they were probably not deep 
enough to have been used for this purpose. Beyond this the natural levelled 
out; and hence, if there is a ditch, it is almost under the present road, since 
Mr. Cottrill noted natural at 5 feet on the opposite side. 

The explanation of this complex is difficult. The blocks may well be 
Roman-cut, but are not in svtu. The trench behind them is also difficult 
to explain. 

In this predicament I turn to history. Matthew Paris writes: "Eodem 
quoque anno [quinto] nonas Julii, rege jubente, obsessa est Legerecastria, 
civitas opulentissima ac munitissima quam quondam rex Leir potentissimus 
muro indissolubili communivit; et si murus fundamento roboraretur, nulli 
civitatum fuisset secunda. Hane Sora fluvius lambit et piscibus, foeno, et 
molendinis reddit uberiorem. [Henry then besieges the town.] Urbis igitur 
muris fundamento carentibus subfossis et fulciminibus tandem combustis, 
moeniorum fragmenta ceciderunt, quae usque in praesentem diem 
propter cementi indissolubile tenacitatem, scopulorum retinent cum integri
tate magnitudinem. Subversa igitur et pro magna parte combusta civitate, 
cives in castro et in solidioribus palatiis sese receperunt def endentes. [They 
then surrender.] Illis igitur abeuntibus, subversae sunt portae civitatis, 
reliquum murorum dirutum est".6 

s Billson, op. cit., 206. 
6 Matthew Paris (Rolls Series, 1866), i. 378, under the year 1173. 



ARCH£0LOGY IN LEICESTERSHIRE, 1939-51 21 
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5 

Fig. 3. Churchgate-Seventeenth and eighteenth-century pottery (½) 

Remembering that Matthew Paris was writing within about 50-60 
years of the event and that he probably knew what he was talking about, 
since some of the citizens of Leicester had fled to St. Albans (where he 
lived), it seems likely that the Norman town was fortified by the Roman 
walls, and I suggest tentatively that the debris is of a Roman wall destroyed 
in n73. After 1173 this rubbish would have been tidied up and a new 
wall b~t. Even so the shallow ditch remains unexplained. 

Finds 

Seventeenth and eighteenth-century pottery (fig. 3). 

1-4. Four Bowls, glazed dark-brown internally. Fine pink clay. 

5. Large jar, fine buff clay, glazed dark brown internally and half-way 
down outside. 

6. Small cup, whitish clay, glazed dark brown all over, except rim of 
foot. 

7. Jar, coarse buff clay, light brown glaze externally and over rim. 
Internal groove for lid. 
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Miscellaneous finds 

Stoneware Jars, nineteenth-century or later. 

a. Stamped H. C. HANDSON 
STAMFORD. Brown glazed. 

b. Light brown glazed. R. AUSTIN & CO. 
DOUBLE STOUT 
LEICESTER. 

· Glass ginger-pop bottle, piriform. 

There were three blocks : 
(a) l' 3" X 2' 10" X l' 6" 
(b) l' 4½" X 3' 2" X l' 10½" 

LATCHMORE 
LEICESTER. 

(c) 1' 3" x 1' 3" x r' (Preserved at Jewry Wall Site). 

No other finds were worth drawing. 

2. TIIE CASTLE 

When the Newarke Houses (Skeffington House and William Wyggeston's 
Chantry House) came into the possession of the City, Messrs. Cullen's 
Warehouse at the rear was pulled down, and an opportunity was afforded 
to dig various sites in the garden. The Chantry House well .was cleared 
without result, and a series of trial trenches was made in the garden (Fig. 4). 
In the course of these Mr. Cottrill discovered the cess-pit of the Turret 
Gateway. 

The east wall of the cess-pit had a projecting rough rubble course, 
about level with the chamfered plinth course of the stair turret, which must 
mark the building level. The pit itself was cut into building debris which 
had presumably accumulated from the building of the Gateway. The pit 
contained a mason's trowel (Plate 3a) and a pitcherx (Plate 3b) under a layer 
of building rubbish and much seventeenth-century pottery. It was about 5 ft. 
9 ins. deep and 4 ft. 2 ins. wide and rested on the natural soil; there was a 
rectangular opening in the east side with its top of a single block of sand
stone; the sides of the pit were formed of sandstone rubble. 

Further, the turret gate, the wall north of it and the great wall of the 
churchyard were shown to be all of one date (1422-23).2 The north-south 
wall overlaid the Norman ditch and an early Roman trench which produced 
Belgic type pottery. To the south of this trench were four post-holes of 
contemporary date. A further section in the centre of the garden intended 
to strike the Norman ditch more clearly was dug 1 I ft. down to the natural 
sand and clay, the surface of which had been removed in the Roman period. 
Lying on this was brown sandy soil with Roman pottery, covered by a layer 
of clay much mixed with building debris, including many large fragments 
of painted wall-plaster. Into the upper part of this layer a number of 
graves had been dug and five skeletons were found within the limits of the 

x Published in K. M. Kenyon, 1ewry Wall Site, p. 247, fig. 79. The handle is 
now lost. , 

2 Cf. Trans. Leics. Arch. Soc., xxii. 154. 
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trench. No trace of the medieval town ditch was found here, but in a 
trial hole 30 ft. to the south-east medieval layers were exposed to a depth 
of 9 ft., which might represent its filling. 

In 1949, a further section was cut (see below) which showed 7 ft. of 
pure Roman material overlaying 2 ft. of mixed Roman and early medieval. 
This suggests that the ditch was filled, when the Castle was slighted in n73, 
with soil from a purely Roman level, since in the Norman ditch was a 
layer of debris which might have been connected with this event.3 

Second section of the Norman Ditch, 1949. (Fig. 5) 

The findings confirm the dimensions estimated by Mr. F. Cottrill from 
the trial excavations made by him to the east of the present section. 

The breadth of the ditch from lip to lip is 27 ft. 5 ins. and as the upper 
levels have been considerably disturbed in modem times it is probable 
that the original width was. somewhere in the region of 35 ft. The depth 
of the ditch (16 ft. 6 ins.) and its steep sides, presented a most formidable 
obstacle. 

A surprising feature of the excavation is the large amount of Roman 
pottery found in the filling and the very few . medieval sherds. It is not 
possible to draw any definite conclusions from this but it would appear 
possible that the ditch was enlarged from an original Roman one and a 
vallum thrown up. The vallum was presumably destroyed at the slighting 
of the Castle defences in 1173, the soil containing Roman sherds from the 
original ditch being used as filling. 

The most interesting individual find is a sherd of Roman Castor ware 
depicting the upper half of a well-muscled male figure, possibly a gladiator 
or hunter. (Plate 3c.) 

There were also fragments of a large Roman amphora of fine grey clay 
with pink biscuit and white slip. 

Other finds (Fig. 6) 

1. Coarse pot, dark grey clay, with red-brown internal biscuit and shelly 
fabric, the rim intumed as if for a lid and the outside with shallow 
grooves. Opinions differ as · to the precise date of this piece, but 
it seems more likely to be Roman than medieval. 

2. Lid of fine pink clay with pink wash. Roman. 
3. Norman pot-rim, of grey clay with buff biscuit, the intumed part of 

the rim having a stamped decoration of diamonds. D o · I 5 m. 
4. Potter's stamp of G IVCVNDVS on a second-century mortarium rim. 

Castle View, 1951. (Fig. 7) 

An excavation was carried out on the Castle view site between 23 July 
and 8 August 1951 in the hope of elucidating the defences of the area. The 
work was done by the staff of the Department of Antiquities with some 
volunteer help. 

3 Ralph de Diceto (Rolls Series), i. 404; Pipe Roll 22 Hen. II: "Et in Custamento 
perprosternendi castelli de Legercester xj s et ix d per breve Regis"; Pipe 
Roll 23 Hen. II: "Et ad prosternendum castellum et murum Legerces,ter 
xi s per breve Regis". 
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PLATE 3 

(a) The Turret Gateway cess-pit
Mason's trowel 

(b) The T urret Gateway cess-pit- Jug (c) Cullen's Warehouse Site
Castor ware sherd 



PLATE 4 

Castle View-Foundation of the Castle Wall 
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A trench 8 ft. wide and 55 ft. long was cut across the site at approxi
mately 36 ft. west of the Turret Gateway. After removing some 18 ins. 
of modern rubbish and encountering nothing save a large stone block which 
appeared to be the foundat_ion of an anvil or crane, the entire area with the 
exception of 6 ft. at the wall end was found to be full of skeletons. These 
skeletons appeared to have .. been buried without coffins or grave:goods and 
lay in rows with their feet to the east, though some overlay others in a 
rather haphazard manner. A careful study of all of them as regards age 
and sex would have bee~ interesting, but in view of labour and legal 
difficulties it was . decided to lift one only. Fortunately a piece of yellow 
slipware was found under its arm, and though it is not of much value 
as evidence it has been dated by Mr. Arthur Lane of the Victoria and Albert 
Museum to the seventeenth or early eighteenth century. In this connexion 
the Chamberlains' Accounts for the Borough contain the following entries 
which may be relevant: 

1625-6. "Payed for searchinge of xli1ie dead corpes lli. iiijd." 
"Payed for a spade to burie the visited people in St. Maries 

Close is. ijd." · 

1644-45. "Paied severall men for buryinge' of fifty dead Corpses 
within Mr. Abneys Ward and the Newarke when the towne was taken 
by the King's forces, by command of the Chiefe Commander then xs."4 

Enquiry has failed to locate any of the topographical references, .but 
St. Mary's Close might well qualify as our piece of land, and the absence 
of proper burial lends support to the suggestion that they were plague 
burials. Alternatively they · are merdy the normal burials of the Trinity 
Hospital, but we got the ijnpression that the whole row had been laid at 
once. 

It was found possible . to dig an 8 ft. square pi( between the Great 
Death Pit and the Wall to a depth of 17 ft. 10 ins. This pit showed that 
the Wall might have been .rebuift from the present ground level where a 
slate-course had been inserted-there are traces of a slate-course in St. 
Mary's Wall-but · that · below this the rectangular blocks of Attleborough 
Stone were intact. The plinth course projected . about . 6 ins. and had ·. a 
slightly sloping top and this in ttlrn rested on a course of large rough stones 
which projected a further 6 ins. . The foundation proper was composed . of 
small rough stones set in a mass of light brown mortar. 

This foundation was of much interest, for its base sloped across .the 
cutting as if it were filling an earlier ditch, being 2 ft. deep on the east 'and 
6 ft. in the west. (Plate 4.) But the clay both above and around the 
stones was of the same homogeneous texture. This clay had been laid upon 
a thick layer of gravelly soil, which in turn rested on the natural hard sandy 
gravel with a turf line in between. The green clay had been cut through 
by a huge pit, and the upper soil contained a burial, and a nineteenth
century pit, as well as giving evidence of the throw-out of the Great 
Death Pit. 

4 M. Bateson and H. Stocks (ed.), Records of the Borough of Leicester (1899-1923), 
iv. 235, 343. I am indebted to my colleague Mr. R. M. Gard for these 
references. 
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1 

Fig. 8. Castle View-Finds (¾) 

We know that the Turret Gateway was built in r422-3s and since this 
wall bonds into it, it would appear to be contemporary. The wall trench 
was cut into .the green clay which overlay another medieval level, and then 
the trench was totally filled with the rubble foundation. But what relation 
this bears to the gravel below, which contained both Roman and medieval 
pottery, was difficult to see, particularly as the ground is disturbed to such 
a vast depth and there is ample space between the present wall and the 
Motte to allow for the Norman ditch. 

s Trans. Leics. Arch. Soc., xxii. 154. 
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Finds. (Fig. 8) 

1. Flint flake, length 0-053, light grey, small piece of original outer 
surface at base. Slight traces of secondary working on edge 
"Neolithic". U nstratified. 

2. Rim of cooking-pot, grey clay, buff biscuit. D + o· 18m. Incised 
wavy line on slope of rim.6 From the green clay packing of the 
wall. 

3. Fragment of handle of jug, grey clay, buff biscuit, two grooves and 
notched edges. From below the wall. 

4. Rim of cooking-pot similar to 2 but thinner and redder biscuit. 
D+o-16m. ' 

Note.-During the writing of this article a piece of the foundation 
of the Castle Wall has been exposed in Castle Street running northwards 
from the presumed site of the Barbican. It is of Attleborough stone with 
mortar as in Castle View. 

3. ST. MARGARET'S CHURCH 
Introduction 

The question of the remains of earlier churches on the site of St. Margaret's 
is one that has long interested archreologists and historians; in recent years 
opportunity has been provided by the re-paving of part of the east end of 
the church for limited investigations to be made by archreologists on the 
staff of the Leicester Museum. In 1945-46 Mr. F. Cottrill, supervising 
excavations in the southern part of the nave, found a length of wall-footings 
of early date and similar in construction to the description given by Sir 
A. W. Clapham: "Later Anglo-Saxon walling is commonly of rubble, very 
roughly, if at all, coursed, and homogeneous throughout the wall which is 
commonly between 2½ and 3 feet thick. This thickness is seldom exceeded 
even in major churches, and forms a very distinctive feature of pre-Conquest 
work, as the Norman builders seldom employed walling of less than 3 feet 
in thickness, even in their smallest buildings."1 

Of this work Mr. Cottrill writes: "The foundations were of two periods. 
Of the first period there are the side walls of what was evidently an early 
aisleless chancel, and, just west of the easternmost piers of the present 
arcades, its junction with the nave, also aisleless. I believe that these walls 
(both the actual foundations or 'footings' and the lowest courses of the 
mortared masonry were found) were of granite or similar stone. In the 
second period, characterised by the use of rubble of green sandstone with 
light brown mortar, an extension was built on to the south side of the chancel, 
the western abutment of its arch being built against the external face of 
the early wall. A northern extension may also have been added at the same 
time. This second period must be either contemporary with or, more 
probably, earlier than the late twelfth-century work of the east bay of the 
present nave-and on present evidence I think that is all that one can say 
about the dating of the foundations." 

6 Cf. Kenyon, op. cit., p. 233, fig. 66. 2. 
7 A. W. Clapham, English Romanesque Architecture before the Conquest, 107. 
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A further small excavation was made by Mr. T. G. E. Powell in 
December 1947, and a further fragment of walling was found against the 
wall of the north aisle. Then in November 1948 the opportunity arose of 
investigating the whole of the area situated between the front row of pews 
in the north aisle and the north-east wall · and extending roughly 30 ft. to 
the south, this work being carried out by Mr. J. A. Daniell and Mr. R. D. 
Abbott. Although no spectacular discoveries were made it has been thought 
advisable to set down the details of the investigations so far undertaken and 
to describe some of the interesting objects found. 

The Excavations in 1947 

An area measuring 13 ft. 6 ins. x 8 ft. 3 ins. situated 21 ft. 9 ins. from 
the north-east comer of the north aisle, was investigated. The whole area 
was seriously disturbed by later building, medieval graves, etc., but dose to 
the north wall was found a small area of packed stones and earth which 
appeared to be the remains of a wall-footing running north-south corres- · 
ponding roughly with the wall found dose to the south wall of the church 
in the 1945-46 excavations. • 

The Excavations in 1948. (Fig. 9) 

The area excavated covered the eastern end of the north aisle and the 
north side of the nave. Footings of earlier walls were found almost im
mediately below the floorboards against the eastern wall of the north aisle, 
and as the work of clearing progressed it became apparent that a well had 
been sunk for ~ome purpose.~ It was hoped that this might prove to be of 
quite early date. Investigation, however, proved the well to be lined with 
stone the whole of its 5 ft. 9 ins. depth and to be not earlier than the early
mid-thirteenth century. The filling contained a considerable amount of 
rubble, intermingled with which were encaustic floor tiles of medieval date 
(Fig. 10 ), medieval window glass, and the blade of an iron knife. At 4 ft. 
9 ins. below the surface a layer of packed black earth was found containing 
a large amount of . medieval pottery; this layer extended for approximately 
1 ft., when natural gravel was reached. On the north side of the well was 
a wall running east-west; although apparently contemporary in date with 
the well, it was not bonded to the surrounds and may merely have been 
part of its enclosure wall arow1d the well. From .the evidence of the pottery, 
which dates from the first half of the thirteenth century and is typical 
domestic ware of this time, it appears that the well may have been sunk to 
ensure a ready supply of water when the south side of the nave was rebuilt 
in the Early English style in 1232. Below the church, the water-table runs 
quite dose to the surface so that a depth of 5 ft. 9 ins. would be quite 
sufficient to ensure a good supply of water. Nichols refers to a well beneath 
the tower, whil::: the Rev. George Aylitfe Poole refers in 1854 to "the well 
within the church, just west of the tower; a somewhat rare but a very 
desirable addition to the church fumiture",s, 

Throsby, writing in 1791, remarks: "Those who are buried in this 
church may be said truly to be in a watery grave; the land springs often half
fill them before an interment. The family of Pares, who have upwards of a 

8 J. Nichols, History of Leicestershire, i. 558. 
9 Trans. Leics. Arch. Soc., i. 10. 
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Fig. 10. St. Margaret's Church-Medieval Tiles (½) 
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century ranked in the first class of the inhabitants of Leicester, have a vault 
within the church, as watery and comfortless as a well. Mr. Bickerstaffe 
wittily · and properly said once, that the graves within and without, remind 
us of the Stygian ferry, as they are frequently navigable".10 

Almost underneath the first row of pews in the nave were found two 
large dressed slabs, one of them incised with symbols representing a hammer 
and tongs. Such heavy slabs were used to hamper the activities of grave
robbers whose activities at one time were very prominent; even as late as 
1825 we find a Vestry meeting being called to consider "the best mode of 
proceeding in order to discover and prosecute the person or persons who 
have lately stolen and taken away a corpse from the Church Yard and to 
prevent a recurrence of such horrid practice"." These slabs are now pre
served in the floor of the north aisle. 

At a depth of 3 ft. 3 ins. below the present floor of the church was 
found a hard mortar floor some 7 ins. thick which seems to extend over most 
of the area now covered by the north aisle. 

Although the disturbed nature of the soil has prevented us from piecing 
together anything like a complete plan of what the old St. Margaret's 
church looked like, nevertheless the discoveries may have added to the 
already considerable interest of the church, and it is to be hoped that at 
some future date further information may come to light. 

On the instructions of the Vicar, the Rev. E. N. Ducker, M.A., the well 
is preserved as a feature of the church. 

Fig. 11 . St. Margaret's Church-Specimen lettering on the 
Barbour Tombstone (¼) 

The Barbour Tombstone 12 (Fig. II) 

This stone, measuring 5 ft. 8 ins. x 3 ft. 7 ins. was discovered during 
the work. The inscription reads "HIC JACET WILLMS BARBOR ET 
AGNES VXOR . ... .. .... . .... . .. cccc. xl. iiij ... . 

This slab, dated 1444, is thought to be the oldest yet found in 
Leicester. 

10 J. Throsby, History and Antiquities of the Town of Leicester, 278. 
11 Minute of St. Margaret's Select Vestry, 17 Feb. 1825. 
12 For William Barbour see Bateson, Records of the Borough of Leicester, ii. 418-22. 
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Fig. 12. St. Margaret's Church-Pottery from the medieval well (¼) 

The Pottery. (Fig. 12) 

1. Small cooking-pot, globular-shaped body, rounded rim, flattened inter
nally. Diam. O·II6m. Ht. 0,085m. 

2. Rim of a t:ooking-pot, porous paste. Diam. 0,108 m. Rounded rim. 
3. Rim and neck of a cooking-pot. Diam. o · I 36m. Rim rounded, 

slight flattening on upper and internal surfaces. 
4. Rim and neck of small cooking-pot. Diam. o · 108m. Sloping rim 

making a sharp angle with neck of pot. 
5. Rim and neck of cooking-pot. Sharp, upward sloping rim. Diam. 

o· 193m. 

., 
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6. Rim and side of a cooking-pot, porous paste. Diam. 0,143 m. Ht. c. 
O•I4m. 

7. Rim of cooking-pot. Rim projects sharply from neck and is flattened 
on upper surface. Diam. o· 18m. 

8. Cooking-pot, b.ase missing. Flattened rim; sides of pot nearly vertical. 
Ht. o · 165m. Diam. o · 145m. 

9. Cooking-pot. Rim flattened on upper surface. Sides slightly bulbous, 
sagging base. Ht. o-163m. Diam. O·I87m. 

10. Cooking-pot. Irregularly made pot of coarse paste. Sloping rim 
flattened on internal surface. Diam. O· 126m. Ht. o, 128m. 

Grave Slab. (Fig. 13) 
5 ft. I in. x 2 ft. 4 ins. x 6 ins. 
Bearing an incised hammer and tongs, probably indicating that the 

deceased was a smith. r3 

Thanks are due to the Geological Survey for the following report on its 
substance: 

"The specimen submitted with your letter of 13 December has now 
been sliced, and I am able to report that the rock is a dolomitic sandstone 
composed of angular grains of quartz and subordinate alkaly feldspar, well
graded, averaging o · I 5mm, in a matrix of abundant crystalline dolomite 
(nw = 1 ·682) with some calcite. No fossil remains were found. 

I have very little doubt that the rock is of Permian age, and while it 
is not distinctive enough to enable me to pin-point its source exactly, I 
suggest the neighbourhood of Mansfield is a likely provenance". 

0 

Fig. 13. St. Margaret's Church-The incised grave-slab (¼) 

13 cf. Archaological Journal, v. 253. 
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4. MISCELLANEOUS WORK 

Barston Street and Devonshire Street. Second-century and later pottery 
was found here in 1939. Some of it probably came from burials. 

Blue Boar Lane. A hole excavated in the roadway of Blue Boar Lane 
exposed Roman masonry (rubble with three brick courses) 157 ft. 6 ins.-
162 ft. from Highcross Street, with a face on the south (1944). 

Friar Lane. At 54-56 Friar Lane slight structural remains 
suggested that a shallow excavation made in the natural soil had been a 
hut floor; the filling produced Samian and coarse ware of the late first 
century. Superimposed layers of sand and clay may indicate "a Roman 
town bank on the line of the medieval defences of Leicester. 

Sketch and section drawing in the Museum (1939). 
Harvey Lane. (1) (Fig. 14.) Reconstruction of premises of Messrs. 

George Perry and Sons, <Jn the west side of Harvey Lane, and adjoining 
and to the north of the Mitre and Keys Yard. (10-12 September 1939.) 

The works revealed the gravel of a Roman street over 20 feet wide 
lying about 4 feet below the present level. The gravel was hard and com
pact with some layering but otherwise homogeneous. Its surface contained 
a number of shallow pits and the gravel itself contained 2 abraded sherds of 
Samian ware while a Samian form 45 and a rim sherd of a jar (Fig. 15: 
D O·IJ, Grey ware), were associated with two resurfacings. Some masonry, 
possibly of a wall, was found at the north-east corner of the site. 

Incidental finds include base of Form 18 with stamp HABI(LI) S F. 
(2) Occupational soil exposed near the east corner of Harvey Lane and 

Redcross Street produced pottery, including a sherd of Belgic terra nigra 
plate (1942). 

' 
------'------ 401 

-----------~ 

HARVEY LANE 
Fig. 14. Harvey Lane-Plan of excavations showing Roman street 
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Fig. 15. Harvey Lane-Sherd from re-surfacing of Roman street (1: 1) 

Highcross Street 

Excavations at Alderman Newton's Boys' School, February 1949. 
During excavations in connexion with the laying of new sewers in the 
vicinity of Alderman Newton's Boys' School various traces of Roman 
occupation were found. These were investigated . by membei:s of the 
Museum staff and by Mr. A. L. Tabor and Mr. A. C. Hills, a master at 
the school. 

In the excavation running east-west across Highcross Street at right 
angles the footings of a wall running east-west were found along the side 
of the excavation for a distance of about 14 ft. The wall was made of 
dressed stone blocks, while the lowest course was made up of long dressed 
slabs. No trace of wall plaster was found, so it seems probable that the 
wall was the outer one o( some large building. The pottery which was 
found was mostly of nondescript type of all periods. At the end of the 
trench medieval filling was reached. 

The other hole inside the school was investigated by Mr. A. C. Hills 
and foundations were exposed. Again a very assorted collection of pottery 
was found in rubbish pits. 

Two sketch plans in Museum. Museum No. 27,1949. 

Millstone Lane. (March 1940: Fig. 16.) South side adjoining 
Messrs. Headley's. 

The observations were made while foundations were being dug for a 
new basement. A Roman ditch of V-section and about 9 ft. wide was 
revealed running east-west. Into this had been cut a number of wells 
including one medieval (Well 3), which contained two jugs of the fourteenth 
century .. To the east was another well which contained some black medieval 
ware. 

A further pit against the west side of the site produced Norman 
pottery, and some human bones. Museum No. 30,1940. 
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Fig. 16. Millstone Lane--Plan of modern foundations and finds 

Finds (Fig. p) 
The Early Well 

1-3. Sections of cooking-pots, grey clay and buff biscuit. 
4. Ditto, with thumb-pressed strips on sides and wavy line on rim. 
5. Bowl with inturned rim. Same fabric. 
6. Bowl with concave . outer surface to rim, and wavy line on inside. 

Same fabric. 
7. Jar, D 0-18. Rough grey clay, burnt surface, thumb-pressed rim, 

scoring on shoulder. Provenience doubtful. 
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Fig. 17. Millstone Lane-Early pottery from the well (t) 

8. (Not illustrated.) Two fragments of pitcher, thin white clay, 
yellow-green glaze with ridged decoration. 

9. (Not illustrated.) Sherd of thin white clay, yellow-green glaze 
with horizontal grooves, widely spaced. 

10. (Plate 5.) Cooking-pot H 0-215. Rim D 0,22. Grey clay, red
buff biscuit. 2 shallow scorings on shoulder. 
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Fragment of metal bowl, probably pewter, found in association with 
Roman jug (destroyed by workman). Unstratified. 

Base of Samian form 33 stamped QVINTI and a sherd of form 18 of 
Flavian date with graffito of OLBIUS or OLENIUS or OLENNUS. 
(Fig. 18.) 

Fig. 18. Millstone Lane-Graffito 

Oxford Street. During excavation work in the basement of Messrs. S. 
Rowsell and Company at the corner of Bonner's Lane and Oxford Street, 
at a distance of about 25 ft. from the Oxford Street frontage and 50 ft. from 
that on · Bonner's Lane, a small pit about 3 ft. 6 ins. across was discovered 
cut in the natural clay. 

The original surface has been totally destroyed, and the pit was about 
3 ft. deep. It contained a medieval jar (Fig. 19) with vertical thumb-pressed 
strip decoration and hole in side; also a few medieval fragments and an 
antler tine, cut off and used as a borer. Museum No. 1039-1951. 

Fig. 19. Oxford Street-Medieval Jar (restored) (¼) 



PLATE 5 

(a) (b) 

(c) (d) 

Millstone Lane-(a) Pewter bowl; (b) Cooking-pot 

St. Margaret's Church-Cc, d) Pottery from the Well 



PLATE 6 

Brockey Farm-Medieval Coffins 
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St. Nicholas Street. During excavations for a drain in June 1950 in 4 
St. Nicholas Street a Roman mosaic pavement was discovered immediately 
opposite the end of the Jewry Wall, about 4 ft. 6 in. deep. It ran for about 
8-10 yards westwards, and then terminated in what appeared to be a wall 
which had been robbed. The tesserre were red, white, and black, laid on 
a thick concrete foundation, and I suppose the workmen .found much of it, 
for the section appeared to be intact for large stretches. However, they broke 
it all up before I could '·get to see it. It is possibly worth noting that the 
courses do not run at right angles to the line of the road and of the Jewry 
Wall. 

Western Park. Pottery and fragments of brick were found in the 
filling of a depression (a clay-pit?) dug in the natural clay in the S.E. 
corner of the Western Park (1941). 

THE COUNTY 

BARWELL 455991 (Plate 6) 
i 

In July 1950 a moated site at Brackey Farm between Barwell and Kirkby 
Mallory was levelled by the farmer to prevent infection to cattle. The 
site lies on a gentle slope facing north, and consists of an inner and outer 
rectangular ditch, the inner one, which measured about 30 x 24 yards, being 
the more clearly defined. The moat was -fed from a stream further up the 
slope, and an ancient bridle-road runs through the bottom (north) end of it. 
Above it the ridge and furrow is distinct, but below in the water meadow 
there is none. 

During the course of the work two coffins of oolitic limestone were 
revealed lying side by side, east and west, the feet being towards the east. 
They had no lids, but slabs of Swithland Slate in them suggested that they 
had originally been covered with this material. Each apparently contained 
a skeleton, but they were unfortunately compounded and the bones removed 
before they were properly examined. A few fragments of fourteenth-century 
pottery were also found and are in the Museum. 

BRAUNSTONE 555028 (Plate 7a) 

. . While repairs were being made to the font in the church in April 1950 
it was found that the base of the fifteenth-century bowl was an older font, 
circular and without decoration, which had been inverted. At its base 
was a simple round moulding, · below which it sloped away sharply with a 
concave surface. It may well date to the eleventh century and be con
temporary with the earliest church on the site. 

BURBAGE 442935 

On 15 May 1950 we visited Burbage sandpit in the south-east angle of 
the Burbage-Hinckley-Sapcote cross-roads to investigate a discovery by Mr. 
Mee of 64 Sapcote Road, which proved to be a drain composed of small 
lumps of stone with slabs across. The top of these slabs, which averaged 
about a foot in length, and were of all shapes, lay 2 ft. 11 ins. from the 
sudace, and the drain below, which had a base of the natural sand, extended 
to a depth of another 8 ins., i.e. 3 ft. 7 ins. from the surface. Its internal 
width was about 4 ins., and the maximum width of the whole was about 
I ft. 
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A small, almost straight-sided, pit had been cut to lay the drain, the 
virgin sand being removed below the black soil which overlies the site, 
and black soil and sand put back in mixed quantities into the hole. 

We followed the drain for some 4 ft. to the east, and in destroying it, 
discovered in its foundations sundry bricks and tiles, one or two of which 
might be Roman, and the rest definitely late medieval and probably seven
teenth-century. Roman material has been found at the pit, but this would 
seem to be a comparatively recent affair. However, it was well built, 
unusually so for so small a thing. It must have been a drain, but its exact 
function we did not discover. 

In a nearby section two hearth-like sections were visible, but no further 
evidence was available. 

Photographs in Museum. 

CASTLE DONINGTON 449275 

During work in a garden at the northern end of the Castle mound two 
massive foundations were discovered, 4 ft. and 3 ft. 6 ins. wide, lying at 
right angles and some 14 ft. apart. The southerly one was said to ,have a 
jamb. Plan and photograph in Museum. Information from Mr. L. W. 
Robinson. 

CROPSTON 547108 

In November 1943 Mrs. Goddard, acting on a suggestion made by Sir 
Robert Martin, told Mr. Cottrill of discoveries that were being made near 
the south side of Cropston Reservoir, in an ancient pasture containing some 
earthworks. The latter had to be levelled before the whole field could be 
ploughed, and the tractor used for this purpose struck some foundations, 
which had to be removed by hand. As this work proceeded the plan of 
several buildings emerged, and it is now clear that this was the site of a 
medieval farmstead with attached enclosures. The principal building was 
a typical house of the period, consisting of a hall with a cross-wing for the 
"solar" or private apartment at one end. The farmyard, lying between the 
house and an old track which runs from Cropston to Bradgate, had a ston~ 
lined pond in the middle and ranges of barns on two sides. In the same 
field was found the site of a cottage; this produced pottery and iron objects 
of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, but at this period the main site 
appears to have been deserted. 

Finds. Museum No. 21. 1944 
1. Two-handled cup, hard pink clay, with brown glaze. H 0-085. 
2. Portion of cup or stopper, fine white clay, grey-green glaze. 

H 0-085. 
3. Plate 8a. Iron objects. 

Pair of scissors L 0-14. 
Horseshoe L O· IO. 

Portion of spur L 0-175, probably fourteenth-fifteenth 
century. 

Pin, with turned end and rectangular section L 0-155. 
Other iron finds included a bolt, part of a swallow-tailed arrowhead, 
3 knives, 2 buckles and a key with a pointed end L 0-143. 



PLATE 7 

(a) Braunstone-Early Font (b and c) Cropston- Jetton 



PLATE 8 

(a) Cropston-Iron objects 

(b) Earl Shilton-The Kiln Block 
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4. A jetton, fifteenth century, apparently with th~ arms of Dijon. 
Plate 7b and c. 

The remaining pottery ranges from the fourteenth to the eighteenth 
century, and the provenience of much of it is questionable as evidence. 
Accurate measurements were taken but no reproduceable plan exists. 

EARL SHIL TON. Roman Kiln 456977 

Published: Leicestershire and Rutland Magazine, vol. 2, no. 3, June 
1950. 

During levelling operations in a field at Earl Shilton a kiln was revealed 
by bulldozing. It was much damaged before the Department staff arrived 
(18 March 1950), and their excavation was only able to reveal the plan, 
and to collect the available pottery. The plan and section are self
explanatory, the kiln itself being lined with clay which crossed the draught
hole in a rough arch and the stoke-hole and draught being cut in the natural 
sand, the latter apparently lined with rough pieces of coarse tile. The 
interesting feature howevl:'r was the huge block of clay of toadstool shape 
(Plate 8b) which appeared to have stood in the middle on a rough pedestal 
and to have supported a series of firebars which radiated from it. A 
large number of fragments of these bars were found, and sufficient pieced 
together to make a reconstruction as shown. The block was pierced with 
three small holes cut at an angle from the side to the top, presumably to 
aid the process of expansion. Museum No. 554-1951. 

Similar firebars have been found at Cottesmore in Rutland since the 
war, of which there is a specimen in the Museum. 

Fig. 20. Earl Shilton Kiln-Plan 
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Expert advice suggests that the grey pottery figured was actually made 
in the kiln, and we are further informed that there is a good vein of clay 
in the vicinity. But it does not seem that the kiln was in use for very long, 
as the entire area round about had been levelled, and there was no trace of 
any heap of wasters. The pottery suggests a date early in the second 
century A.D. 

We are grateful to Alderman D. Astley for notifying us of the site, 
and to the County Council who have deposited the block in the Museum. 

The Pottery (Figs. 21, 22 and 23) 

JW = The Jewry Wall Site Leicester by Kathleen M. Kenyon, 1948, 
which see for further references. 

1. Mortarium rim. White, soft clay. Much worn. J.W. fig. 18.5. and 
closer, Richborough vol. I, Plate XXVII no. 94. 

Late first to early second century. 
2. Rim of bowl. Soft grey ware. I can find no definite parallel for this 

but it would seem to be a suitable local variant contemporary with 
the other pieces. 

3. Rim of jar. Coarse grey ware, gritty. Too little preserved to be 
certain of its shape, but seems generally to conform to the second
century examples in JW fig. 25. 

4. 5, 6, 7, 9, 10 (Two examples of the last) are all from similar pots of 
hard thin grey ware similar to JW fig. 40.24. and others passim. 
Second century, first half. 

7. Rim of jar. Thin grey ware. Cf. Collingwood, Archceology of Roman 
Britain, fig. 58, no. 82. Early second century. 

10. 

If, 

'I •, •,I• ~ ,· . ' 
. "•• •.,.\ ·.·.' 
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Fig. 22. Earl Shilton Kiln-Pottery (½) 
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13. 

'4 
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Fig. 23. Earl Shilton Kiln-Firebars (¼) 

II. Grey ware. Probably a closed vase. Rather softer than the rest and 
ill-finished. Might be a waster. 

12. Coarse gritty ware, buff biscuit, and grey interior fabric. Turning 
rings on base. Some sherds also preserved. It is similar to the 
fragments of flat tile found on the draught, and to the firebars. 

13. Firebar restored. Coarse grey clay. 
14. Fragment of curved firebar, as above. 

This evidence would seem to point to a date in the second century, 
and probably fairly early in it. 

In Leicestershire a kiln was found near Barwell,X4 but the evidence here 
seems to point to this being a lime kiln, and not necessarily a Roman one 
either. 

Fig. 24. Earl Shilton Kiln-Reconstruction (1/10) 

CENTRAL BLOCK. Grey clay. Diam. 0·37 m. Ht. 0-26 m. Pierced with three 
holes each approx. 0 -04 m. in diameter. I am indebted to Miss N . R. 
Whitcomb for the drawing of the reconstruction. 

14 cf. Trans. Leics. Arch. Soc., xviii. 180. 
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Other kilns have been found at Hartshill, Warwickshire, and are 
referred to in the same article. They are perhaps the nearest to our specimen. 

Kiln in Leicester: Haverfield, Roman Leicester, 43. 
Kilns at Market Overton : V.C.H. Rutland, i. 93 and fig. l 

EATON 796296 
During ironstone working by Messrs. Stewarts and Lloyds the 

mechanical excavator turned up the topstone and part of the lower stone 
of a quern of the late "beehive" type (Museum No. 899-1951) with a few 
sherds of Iron Age A ware, with scratch decoration. The site seems to 
have been small but is on high ground. Fig. 25, D 0-14. Soft grey ware 
buff biscuit. Museum No. 799-1951. 

GLOOSTON 752959 
Casual discoveries by Miss R. Cramp led to a small amount of digging 

in a field behind her father's farm. The site is in a small valley, the east 
side of which rises steeply. The discoveries have been made at the top 
of the declivity at the south end of a hollow on the west bank of the stream. 
A trial trench by Mr. Cottrill on 9 September 1946 produced building debris, 
box-tile fragments and plaster. A coin of Licinius is said to have been 
found on tbe site. 

Notes and photographs in Museum, also cuttibg from Northants. 
Evening Telegraph, 16 August, 1947. 

GREAT EASTON 849929 
Roman sherds were found during building operations to the south-west 

of the church. Exact site recorded in Museum; sherds in Leicester Museum 
and Market Harborough Museum. 

HAMILTON 644074 
A small cutting was made by Dr. W. G. Hoskins in 1948 across the 

depression near the south-west corner of the large central moat. It pro
duced sherds including fragments with a fine grey green glaze on hard grey 
clay, but no stratification. 

Roman tesserre and sherds have been picked up in the field to the 
north-east of the stream. 

Plan in Museum. 

Fig. 25. Eaton-Iron Age Sherd (1: 1) 
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Fig. 1. Sketch-map of sites at Harston. 1-3, Iron Age; 4 and 5, Anglo-Saxon 


